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[During an official visit in Quito on Jan. 10, Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori accepted arbitration
of the long- standing border dispute by an expert appointed by the Vatican, in coordination with
the governments of the US, Chile, Brazil and Argentina. A special bilateral commission has been
charged with border demarcation. Commission deliberations continue to the present. (See NotiSur
01/22/92 for previous coverage of Fujimori's visit and related developments.)] Jan. 21: Opinion
polls in Ecuador and Peru indicate that the majority of citizens in both countries are supportive
of a peaceful conclusion to the border conflict. The independent Data and Studies Center (Centro
de Estudios y Datos-CEDATOS) conducted a survey Jan. 10 in Quito and Guayaquil. The same
interview schedule was used in a survey conducted Jan. 16 in Lima by the private research and
consulting firm Apoyo. According to 63% of the Ecuadorans and 65% of the Peruvians, a "friendly
arrangement" was described as the best way to resolve the border problem. Eighteen percent of
the Ecuadoran respondents and 16% of Peruvians said the solution to the conflict is mediation
by the Vatican, and 13% and 6%, respectively, said the Rio Protocol should be annulled. For 36%
of the Ecuadoran and 18% of the Peruvian respondents, the most important topic of concern is
revision of the Protocol. Four percent of respondents in both polls said the conflict should be
resolved by military force. Next, 26% of the Ecuadoran and 8% of Peruvian respondents said they
supported sovereign access to the Amazon River by Ecuador. Eleven percent and 5%, respectively,
said the border area should be demilitarized prior to border demarcation. Seventy-eight percent of
Ecuadorans and 87% of Peruvians said Ecuadoran President Rodrigo Borja should visit Peru; 19%
and 10%, respectively, disagreed; and, 3% of both respondent groups had no opinion on this matter.
Sixty-two percent of Ecuadoran and 73% of Peruvian respondents expressed support for a bilateral
foreign policy. Sixty-five percent of Peruvian respondents said they supported Fujimori's proposal
to the Ecuadoran government; 27% expressed opposition; and, 8% had no opinion on the proposal.
Jan. 22: In Santiago, Carlos Contreras, executive secretary of the South American Peace Commission,
said the decision by the Peruvian and Ecuadoran presidents to negotiate a solution to the border
conflict "shows maturity in the management of international relations in Latin America." He paid
tribute to "the presidents and people of Peru and Ecuador" at a function attended by officials of both
nations. Contreras also addressed initiatives in the region on imposing limits on the manufacture
and use of chemical weapons and weapons of mass destruction, and toward proclaiming South
America as a peace zone. Jan. 29: According to media reports in Lima, the Peruvian government
has formally proposed to Quito military spending cuts of up to 50%. The proposal was mentioned
in a communique commemorating the 50th anniversary of the 1942 Rio Protocol. (Sources: Agence
France-Presse, Spanish news service EFE, 01/21/92; Inter Press Service, 01/22/92; Chinese news
service, 01/29/92)
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